Priority: Characterize the scope of and motivations for gun acquisition, ownership, and use, and how are they distributed across subpopulations.
•
Focus on those at greatest risk of causing injury.
• Focus on those at greatest risk of injuryurban and rural youth, racial/ethnic minority populations, and those living in concentrated poverty. • Collect data about the sources (for example, gifts, purchases), means (for example, theft, trafficking), and legality of possession by various groups, particularly including offenders.
Priority: Characterize differences in nonfatal and fatal gun use across the United States.
Examples of topics that could be examined:
• What are the characteristics of non-self-inflicted fatal and nonfatal gun injury?
• What attributes of guns, ammunition, gun users, and other circumstances affect whether a gunshot injury will be fatal or nonfatal?
• What characteristics differentiate mass shootings that were prevented from those that were carried out? 
Priorities for Research to Reduce the Threat of Firearm-Related Violence
The committee offers priorities for a proposed public health research agenda that aims to provide a robust knowledge base to help bolster the United States' approach to minimizing the consequences associated with firearm violence.
• What are key differences between urban and rural youth with regard to risk and protective factors for firearm-related violence?
Priority: Evaluate the potential health risks and benefits (for example, suicide rates, personal protection) of having a firearm in the home under a variety of circumstances (including storage practices) and settings.
• What are the associated probabilities of thwarting a crime versus committing suicide or sustaining an injury while in possession of a firearm? • What factors affect this risk/benefit relationship of gun ownership and storage techniques?
• What is the impact of gun storage methods on the incidence of gun violence-unintentional and intentional-involving both youths and adults?
• What is the impact of gun storage techniques on rates of suicide and unintentional injury?
Priority: Improve understanding of risk factors that influence the probability of firearm violence in specific high-risk physical locations.
Examples of topics that could be examined: In previous product safety efforts, how long did it take for the safety feature to become reliable and how did that timeframe impact consumer acceptance? Would this experience of timing and acceptance impact projections of gun safety technology implementation?
